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1. The Council of Europe 
 

The Council of Europe is an intergovernmental organisation created on  5 May 1949 by 10 

States.  It now includes 46 Member  States and more than  800 million Europeans. 

 
 

1.1 Its objectives 
 

The  main objectives of   the  Council of Europe are: 

 

• defending human rights  ,  pluralist democracy and the rule of law 



•  to promote awareness and enhancement of Europe's cultural identity and  diversity  

•  seek solutions to social problems (minorities, xenophobia, intolerance, environmental 
protection  , etc.) and preserve the quality of life of Europeans 

•  develop democratic stability in Europe by supporting political, legislative and 

constitutional reforms. 

 
 

1.2  Areas of expertise 
 

The Council of Europe deals with all major issues of European society, with the exception  of 

defence  problems.  Its work programme   covers, inter alia, the following areas:  

: human rights, media, legal cooperation, social and economic issues, health, education, culture, 

heritage, sport, youth, local democracy and cross-border cooperation, environment and spatial 

planning. 

 
1.3 Its structures 

 

•  The Committee of Ministers is the decision-making body of the Councilof 

Europe; it is composed of the Foreign Ministers of the member States or their 

permanent representatives.  

•  The Parliamentary Assembly is the deliberative body; its members are appointed 
by the national parliaments. 

•  The Congress ofLocal and Regional Authorities of Europe is a participatory body 

representing local and regional authorities. 

•  The Conference of INGOs brings together the 400 INGOs (approximately) 
with "participatory status  " 

• The  European Court of Human Rights. 
 

Established in 1959, the European Court of Human Rights is an international court   competent to 

rule on individual or State applications alleging violations of civil and political rights set forth in 

the European Convention on  Human Rights.  Since 1998, the Court has been sitting permanently 

and can be seized directly by individuals. 

 

The Secretary General has overall responsibility for the strategic direction of the Council's work 

programme  and  budget   and oversees the   day-to-day   management  of the Secretariat. 

 

1.4 His work 

 

The work of the Council of Europe leads to the elaboration of European conventions and 

agreements which will then form the basis for legislative amendments and harmonisation in 

the  various member States. 



Observations : 
 

The Council of Europe should not be confused with the European Union: the two 

organisations are quite distinct. It should be noted that the 27 member states of the 

European Union are also part of the Council of Europe. 

 

2.   The Council  of Europe and INGOs with participatory status 

INGOs (International Non-Governmental Organisations) are an essential element of European 

civil society, guaranteeing freedom of expression and association, a fundamental principle of 

democracy.  Through this participatory  status,  INGOs can make  their voices heard at the very 

heart of European democracy. In this way, they actively contribute to  the decision-making 

process of the Council of Europe. 
 

The Conference of INGOs (http://www.coe.int/T/NGO/default_fr.asp) brings together allINGOs 

with participatory status. It decides on the general orientations of the action to be carried out and 

thus contributes to the affirmation of the political role of Civil Society within the Council of 

Europe. 

 

Since its reform in 2021, the themes of work and study have been determined by the INGOs 

themselves. They may thus set up Committees provided that they are presented by at least 8 

INGOs and that a representative of one of them is a candidate for the Presidency. It is then the 

Conference of INGOs in General Assembly that will validate by a simple majority vote. 

 

Thus, 9 Committees have been created since 2021: 
 

• Inter-religious and inter-convictional dialogue (*) 

• Action for social rights (*) 

• Environment, climate change heritage and health (*) 

• Government and health crisis: governance issues and solidarity 

• Human rights and artificial intelligence 

• Rights of the child 

• Rights of migrants (*) (**) 

• NGOs as advocates for gender equality and women's rights 

• Education for democracy 

 

(*)  : Committee where a member of the  MIAMSI Strasbourg team  sits 

(**): Committee where a member of the MIAMSI Strasbourg team holds the chairmanship 

 

  In addition, an expert has been elected to   the Conference of INGOs to ensure vigilance with 

regard to gender equality  . 

 

INGOs have been involved in the drafting of numerous Council of Europe conventions and 

charters.  The Conference of INGOs drafts and  votes  on "recommendations" and/or 

 "resolutions" addressed to   the other pillars  of the  Council of Europe or countries. 

 

Thanks to the extensive network of INGOs contributing to its work, the Council of Europe 

remains close to  public opinion and the forces of social change. 

http://www.coe.int/T/NGO/default_fr.asp)
http://www.coe.int/T/NGO/default_fr.asp)


 
 

3. MIAMSI at the Council of Europe 
 

MIAMSI, through the involvement of its members in the life of our societies and the way in 

which the teams operate, has an original contribution to make to the work of INGOs with 

participatory status with the Council of Europe: the voice of personsin responsibility who have 

the will  to  change mentalities and act on the structures of our  Companies. 

 

It is with this in mind that a European MIAMSI team has been set up, bringing together 

representatives of the various national movements. 

 

We can, testify and contribute   to certain projects on which  the Council of Europe is working. 

This is the  main objective of our approach. 

— 

INGOs working with the Council of Europe also have the task of making this institution known 

to "civil society". What MIAMSI does at each of its meetings. 

4.  Collaboration with National Movements  
 

In order to be effective in its work at the Council of Europe, the participation of all  European 

MIAMSI movements is required. 

The year surveys of our movements always reflect  major concerns of our societies, and the 

feedback  from these surveys is often likely to  be used in the contributions of our movement 

to the  work  of the  Council  of Europe. 

 

   This is why the team working with the Council of Europe regularly involves national 

movements  so that  MIAMSI can share  the experiences of its members and what  we have to 

say. 

 

The conclusions of the  MIAMSI General  Assemblies  are also widely used. 

 
5. The  Strasbourg team 

 

Composed of members of the French movement (ACI) living on the spot or in the region, 

The "Strasbourg team" derives its legitimacy from the International Bureau of MIAMSI. It is 

mandated by the European Relay which brings together national movements, members of 

MIAMSI 

– Europe. It is in this capacity that MIAMSI has obtained participatory status with the 

Council of   Europe and that the  "Strasbourg team" represents our INGO before  this body. 
 

"The  Strasbourg team   " reports on its activity to the European Relay.  It shall take into account 

the guidelines decided in that body. 

 

Every year, the "Strasbourg team" meets the delegates of the European Relay movements 

over a weekend to make actions with the Council of Europe effective and transparent. 

 

 

6.  Ecumenical coordination 



 

 Christian  INGOs accredited to the Council of Europe have become accustomed  to meeting  

during each of the sessions. This is an opportunity for them to coordinate their actions but also  

to pool their resources. 

 

A website  allows you  to  consult the topics discussed and to access  new documents from the 

various Christian  INGOs that are members of this collective. 
 

 

7. The link with  Catholic-inspired INGOs   
 

With INGOs of Catholic inspiration who have consultative status with the European Union  

(Brussels) and the UN (Geneva), those who have participatory status with the  Council of 

Europe meet regularly with each other  and with the Permanent Representative of the Holy See 

at  Strasbourg. 

 

They address a topical issue directly related to their concerns. The next meetingwill take place 

in Strasbourg  on 26 and 27 September 2022 on the theme of fraternity (in connection with the 

encyclical letter of Pope Francis "Fratelli Tutti"): 

 

" Fraternity and Human Rights" 

 

   Council of Europe documents  proposed for reflection  
 

Two documents  currently feed largely into the reflections  of INGOs : 

 

• White Paper on  Intercultural Dialogue "Living Together in Equal Dignity" 

 

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/intercultural/Soclimb/Pub_White_Paper/White%20Paper_final_revised

_f r.pdf 
 

 English version 

 

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/intercultural/source/white%20paper_final_revised_en.pdf 
 

• "Living together: combining diversity and freedom in twenty-first century 

Europe" https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1785337 

Regularly updated additional information on the Council of Europe is  available on the 

website : http:// www.coe.int 
 

 

Contact: Daniel GUERY – MIAMSI delegate  to the Council of Europe 

 

guery.daniel@sfr.fr 
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